
 
 
 

Demoralization in Hospice Patients: Screening, Diagnosis and Management Pre-Conference 
Workshop Programme* 
 

4 October 2023 (Wednesday), 13:00-18:00 
 

Time Programme 

13:00-13:15 Opening: Workshop Chair - Professor Kissane 

13:15-14:00 Professor Kissane: The construct of demoralization. Specific symptom studies 
(discouragement, entrapment, pointlessness and hopelessness) using network 
analyses. 

14:00-14:30 A/Prof Seon-Young Lim: Korean studies of demoralization, validation of its 
measurement and prevalence. 

14:30-15:00 Professor Kissane – video demonstration of the use of the Psycho-existential 
Symptom Assessment Scale (PeSAS) in Palliative Care 

15:00-15:30 Break 

15:30-16:30 A/Prof Natasha Michael: Use of the PeSAS in Clinics: monitoring, treatment and 
symptom outcomes over time 

16:30-17:15 Professor Kissane: Management of demoralization and Psycho-existential distress 

17:15-18:00 Panel discussion about the diagnosis and management of Psycho-existential 
Symptoms in Palliative Care – Prof Kissane; A/Prof Michael, A/Prof Lim 

 
*Note: Rather than be run as a series of lectures, this programme will be run as an interactive workshop 
drawing contributions from each of the faculty members and the audience. Participants are encouraged to 
join for the whole workshop to gain a comprehensive understanding of demoralization, its clinical 
presentations, and its management strategies. However, because APHC is used to naming designated 
speakers for component parts of a workshop, the following flexible guide is offered. 
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